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The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, with the Michigan Department of

Environmental Quality, plans to clean up contaminated material at a former
landfill in part of the Allied Paper/Portage Creek/Kalamazoo River Superfund
Site called Allied Landfill. or Operable Unit 1. The cleanup will consist of
consolidating and capping material containing PCBs and other contaminants,
and installing a groundwater monttoring network. Areas of the site would be
available for future reyse and redevelopment.

Your comments are needed

EPA will accept coraments on the proposed cleanup plan from Sept. 30
through Dee. 1 (see bax, legff). This fact sheet provides background
information, describes cleanup options and explains EPA’s
recommendations’. You can find more details in a document called of Allied
Paper/Portage Creel/Kalamazoo River Superfund Site Proposed Plan for
Operable Unit I — Allied Paper Landfill, at

www.epa goviresionsicleanup/albedpaper and at the tocal information
repositories listed on Page 4.

EPA will review all comments before making a final decision, and will
respond to comments in a docoment called a “responsiveness summnary.” This
will be part of the final cleanup plan called the “record of decision.”
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Background

Several paper mills along the Kalamazoo River and
Portage Creek recyeled various types of paper stock
starting in the 1930s. This included carbonless copy
paper containing PCBs that were released into the nulls”
waste streams and eventually into Portage Creek and the
Kalamazoo River.

Inn 1990, the site was added to the National Priortties List
because of PCBs in the sediment, fish and surface water
of the Kalamazoo River. The site consists of 77 nules of
the Kalamazoo River and a 3-nule stretch of Portage
Creek, and is in both Allegan and Kalamazoo counties in
southwest Michigan {see map, Page 1).

This plan is for Allied Landfill, between Cork Street
and Alcott Street in Kalamazoo (see map, below). The
site includes areas that are 2zoned for residential,
coramercial and manufacturing uses, and Portage Creek
runs through the property.

Why is a cleanup needed?

There have been several cleanups at Allied Landfill since
the early 1990s to minimize exposure to PCBs and to stop
the release of contamination to Portage Creek and the
Kalamazoo River. Those actions, including removal of
146,000 cubic yards of PCB-contaminated material from
the Bryant Mill Pond (the Portage Creek floodplain within
the site boundaries) and capping that material on-site, have
decreased PCB levels significantly in Portage Creek itself
and in fish. .

Aerial photo of Allied Landfill and Portage Creek

However, 1.6 million cubic yards of PCB contamination
in the former disposal areas pose an unacceptable risk to
people and the environment. The plan focuses on
cleaning up these areas.

Cleanup alternatives

Based on site contaminants, characterisiics, overall
objectives and technology. EPA identified seven cleanup
alternatives for the sile (see table, Page 5). Fach
alternative was evaluated against criteria established by
federal law (see box, Page 3). However, the last two
criteria, state and community acceptance, will not be
svaluated until after the comment period and public
meeting. Fach cleanup altemative, except the no-action
alternative, reduces exposure to PCBs.
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This map shows details of the Allied Land(fill site.
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Explanation of evaluation criteria

1. Overall protection of human health and
the environment. Examines whether an
option protects both human health and the
environment. This standard can be met by
reducing or removing pollution or by reducing
exposure to it.

2. Compliance with applicable or relevant
and appropriate requirements. Ensures
options comply with federal and state laws.

3. Long-term effectiveness and permanence.
Evaluates how well an option will work over
the long term. including how safely remamning
contamination can be managed.

4. Reduction of toxicity, mobility or velume
through treatment. Determines how well the
option reduces the toxicity, movement and
amount of pollution using treatment.

5. Short-term effectiveness. Compares how
quickly an option can help the situation and
how much risk exists while the option 15 under
construction.

6. Implementability, Evaluates how feasible
the option is and whether materials and
services are available in the area.

7. Cost. Includes not only huildings.
equipment, materials and labor, but also the
cost of maintaming the option for the life of
the cleanup,

8. State acceptance. Deternmines whether the
state environmental agency (n this case the
MDEQ) accepts the option. EPA evaluates this
criterion after receiving public comments.

9. Community acceptance. Considers the
opinions of the public about the proposed
cleanup plan. EPA evaluates this criterion after
a public hiearing and comment period.
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EPA's recommended alternative

Based on the criteria, EPA recommends Alternative 213,
consolidating materials to a 27-acve area, and installing a
cap ard a long-term groundwater monitoring network.
Areas outside the cap would be available for
commercial/industrial redevelopment, and the capped arsa
would be available for some recreational reuse. Alternative
2D meets the evaluation criteria, offers a high degree of
long-term effectivencss and permanence, and represents
the best balance of long-term and short-term effectiveness,
mmplementability and cost.

Alternative 2D would mieet the EPA’s cleanup goals for

the site because it would:

e Significantly reduce the exposure of people and
anirals to contamination.

& Comply with federal and state regulations.

¢ Provide a cost-effective way to manage PCB
contaminatiorn.

¢ Complete activities within a reasonable three years.

Next steps

Before making a final decision, EPA and MDEQ will
review all comments from the public. EPA will
respond to the coraments and make those responses
available in the final decision docament. EPA could
change the recommended cleanup plan based on peblic
connents.

EPA will announce its final cleanup plan in a local
newspaper advertisement. Copies of the final plan will
be available at the information repositories {see Page
4y and at www.epa.gov/iregion3/cleanup/alliedpaper.

For more information, contact:

Michael Berkolt
Remodial Projoct Manager
312-353-5983

berkoff michaeli@epa gov

Biane Hussell

Community mvolvement Coordinator
9894013507

russeli diane@epa sov
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3-D Representation of Alternative 2D

For more information
You can read docunients related to the Atlied Paper Landfill site at www epa. govirepiond/cleanup/alliedpaper, or at these
mformation repositories:

U.5. EPA Record Center Allegan Public Library Waldo Library
7 W. Jackson Blvd.. 7% Floor 331 Hubbard St Western Michigan University
Chicago Allegan 1903 W. Michigan Ave.
Kalamazoo
Charles Ransom Library Otsego District Library
180 South Sherwood 219 South Farmer St
Plainwell Otsego
Kalamazoo Public Library Saugatuck-Douglas Library
315 South Rose 10 Mixer St
Kalamazoo Douglas
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Use This Space to Write Your Comments

EPA is interested in your comments on the proposed cleanup plan for the Allied Paper Landfill site. You may use the space below to
write your comments. You may submit this sheet at the Nov. 12 public meeting, or detach, fold, stamp and mail. Comments must be
postmarked by Dec. 1. If you have any questions, please contact Diane Russell at 989-401-5507, weekdays 9:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Comments may also be faxed to 989-401-3508 or sent via the Web at www.epa.gaviregions/cleanup/allicdpaper and link to the
public comment form.

Name

Affihation

Address

City State ZIP




Allied Paper Landfill Comment Sheet

fold

fold

Diane Russell

Community Involvement Coordinator
U.S. EPA, Region 5

Saginaw Community Information Office
804 S. Hamilton St., Suite 111

Saginaw, MI 48602

Place
First
Class
Postage
Here
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Cleanup Alternatives Comparison Table
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